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SUBJ: ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY FOR REGIONS CLAVERO 
COMMENTS ON GOVERNMENT PLANS FOR REGIONS 

1 . DURING A SEPTEMBER 7 COURTESY CALL ON HIM BY THE CHARGE 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY MANUEL CLAVERO AREVALO 
HAD THE FOLLOWING TO SAY WITH REGARD TO GOVERNMENT PLANNING 
FOR THE REGIONS. 

2. CLAVERO SAID THAT THE MAIN FUNCTION OF HIS OFFICE WAS 
TO PREPARE THE GOVERNMENT'S DRAFT OF THOSE PARTS OF THE 
CONSTITUTION DEALING WITH THE REGIONS, AND ALSO PREPARE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S MORE DETAILED PLANNING FOR THE DECENTRALIZATION 
OF POWERS AND FUNCTIONS TO THE REGIONS THAT WAS ANTICIPATED. 

HE SINGLED OUT TWO QUESTIONS THAT WERE PARTICUARLY KNOTTY. 

3. THE FIRST OF THE QUESTIONS WAS WHETHER SPAIN SHOULD 

BE A NATION COMPLETELY DIVIDED INTO REGIONS OR WHETHER IT 
SHOULD BE A NATION IN WHICH ONLY SOME AREAS THAT HAD A 
PARTICULAR REGIONAL DRIVE SHOULD HAVE SPECIAL REGIONSAL 
ARRANGEMENTS. HE SEEMED TO BE LEANING TOWARD THE 
FORMER APPROACH. HE SAID THAT CATALONIA, THE BASQUE COUN- 
TRY, HIS OWN NATIVE ANDALUCIA, GALICIA, ARAGON. CANTABRIA, 

VALENCIA AND EXTREMADURA WERE MORE OR LESS NATURAL REGIONAL UNITS 
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IN WHICH THERE WERE VARYING DEGREES OF RETIONAL INTERS. 

(EVEN SO, THERE WERE WELL-KNOWN DIFFICULTIES IN PINNING 
DOWN THE REAL BOUNDARIES OF THE BASQUE CONTRY.) CON- 
CEIVABLY, CENTRAL SPAIN MIGHT BE HANDLED BY A SMALL NEW 
CASTILE REGION IN AND AROUND MADRID AND A SEPARATE OLD 
CASTILE REGION EXTENDING TO LEON. IF IT WERE DECIDED THAT 
SPAIN SHOULD BE COMPLETELY A NATION OF REGIONS, THEN THE 
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NEXT QUESTION WOULD BE WHETHER THE SENATE SHOULD BE BASED ON 

REGIONAL RATHER THAN PROVINCIAL GEOGRAPHY. THESE ISSUES 

WERE BEING DEBATED AND HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THE OUTCOME WOULD BE. 

4. THE SECOND OF THE QUESTIONS WAS SPECIFICALLY WHAT POWERS 
AND FUNCTIONS SHOULD DEVOLVE TO REGIONS, PROVINCES AND MUNI- 
CIPALITIES IN AN EFFORT AT GREATER DECENTRALIZATION. CLEARLY, 

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD RETAIN SOVEREIGN POWERS AND 
POWERS OVER FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND NAIIONAL DEFENSE AND A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF OVERALL AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT TO EDUCATION JUSTICE AND 
PUBLIC ORDER. BUT IT WAS ANTICIPATED THAT SUBSIDIARY UNITS 

WOULD HAVE MUCH GREATER AUTHORITY THEAN IN THE PAST OVER PUBLIC 

WORKS, SOCIAL SERVICES AND SOME ASPECTS OF JUSTICE, EDUCATION 

AND PUBLIC ORDER. THE DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES WITH RESPECT 

TO PUBLIC ORDER WAS PARTICULARLY TOPICAL IN VIEW OF THE 

PROBLEM IN THE BASUE COUNTRY WHERE THE CITIZENRY HATED 

THE CURRENT NON-BASQUE PUBLIC ORDER FORCES. A POSSIBLE ANSWER WAS 

TO GIVE THE BASQUE CONTRY GREATER RESPONSIBILITY ON ITS OWN 

FOR PUBLIC ORDER WITHIN THE AREA BUT THIS WOULD HAVE TO 

BE DONE IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IN FACT 

RETAINED CONTROL. HOW TO ACHIEVE THE RIGHT BALANCEOHAS INDEED A 

TRICKY QUESTION. WITH REGARD TO EDUCAATION, THE GOVERNMENT 

MUST INSIST ON AVAILABILITY IN ALL REGIONS OF EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

REFLECT ING NATIONAL SPANISH VALUES AND USING THE SPANISH LANGUAGE 

AND THUS MUST RETAIN OVERALL CONTROL WITH 

REGARD TO EDUATION. AT THE SAME TIME, IT WOULD PERMIT THE 
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TEACHING OF REGIONAL LANGUATES AND COURSES ON REGIONAL CUL- 
TURE (CLAVERO DID NOT GET INTO THE ISSUES OF HOW FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
AND AUTHORITY MIGHT BE DIVIDED.) 

5. CLAVERO ALSO EXPLAINED WHAT HE UNDERSTOOD TO BE THE SITUA- 
TION WITH REGARD TO TARRADELLAS AND THE GENERALITAT. HE 
NOTED THAT CATALONIA HAD GONE TO THE LEFT IN THE ELECTIONS 
AND SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT VIEWED TARRADELLAS AS A NON- 
MARXIST WHO MIGHT HAVE A MODERATING POLITICAL INFLUENCE ON 
CATALONIA. HE DID NOT SAY HOW THIS MIGHT OCCUR, BUT HE IMPLIED 
THAT IT WAS PARTLY FOR THIS REASON THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED 
TO DEAL WITH TARRADELLAS IN THIS PERIOD. HE INIDICATED EXPECTATION 
THAT THE GENERALITAT WOULD BE RE-ESTABLISHED, PROBABLY ON SPETEMBER 
11, BUT THAT OF COURSE IT WOULD BE PURELY PROVISIONAL AND TO A 
CONSIDER ABI .EF.XTF.NT SYMBOLIC, PENDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WHATEVER 
REGIONAL REGIME WAS VOTED BY THE CORTES. HE SAID THAT THE 
GENERALITAT WOULD NOT HAVE LEGISLATIVE POWERS BYT RATHER 

POWERS OF REPRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION.EATON 
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